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IN THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TR! |

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 214 OF 2024

IN THE MATTER OF:

Magazine May 2023 issue

AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE MEMBER SECRETARY, UTTAR
PRADESH STATE WETLAND AUTHORITY, LUCKNOW

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

1. That the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal has passed an Order dated
08.04.2025 in the matter of Original Application No.214/2024 News item
titled "Map and Save Water Bodies" ‘appearing in Civil Society Magazine

f b 2. ) eeraj Kumar, Member Secretary, Wetland Authority UP
d ﬂg??ﬁ;?w)gpﬁared virtually. He is directed to file his affidavit within
!'\ 'hj"‘ * j‘éfr ecks in respect to the steps taken to protect and rejuvenate

"\;E\}i;:;‘ﬂaghel Tal in particular and the wetlands in Tarai region in
general. He is also directed to disclose the details of the
encroached area of Baghel Tal and the nature of constructions on
the catchment area of the Tal. The Respondent-UP PCB 2 is also
directed to file sample analysis report disclosing water quality of

the Baghel Tal. Let the same be filed within four weeks.

3. List on 12.08.2025.
2. That in compliance with the Wetlands (Conservation and Management)
Rules, 2017, notified under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, the State
of Uttar Pradesh has constituted the Uttar Pradesh State Wetland Authority

sw@‘ﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬂ?ERfP}E@‘to as “the Authority”), which is functioning under the
m%ﬁ!&omrol of the Department of Environment, Forests and
t

e Chan é::ovemment of Uttar Pradesh. The said Authority is chaired
Rajendra Pr ad .
Advodhe HoaRXinister (Independent Charge), Environment, Forests and
t.of India
ggggﬁmz&mgaﬁ’mtar Pradesh and comprises senior officials from

departments such as Revenue, Urban Development, Rural Development,&/

Irrigation, Fisheries, Tourism and the Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board,
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in addition to subject matter experts in the fields of ecology and wetland
conservation. The Authority has been entrusted with statutory functions
including identification and notification of wetlands, preparation and approval
of Integrated Wetland Management Plans (IWMPs), and regulation of
prohibited activities within notified wetlands as per Rule 4 of the Wetlands
Rules, 2017.

. That the present report is being filed in compliance of the directions issued by

this Hon’ble Tribunal in the above-captioned matter. That the matter pertains
to the preservation, protection, and demarcation of Baghel Tal Wetland,

located in District Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh.

. That Baghel Tal Wetland lies in District Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh, and spans

1383.13 ha as recorded in the National Wetland Atlas, 2010. Remote-sensing
analysis using IRS Resourcesat-2A LISS-IV and Cartosat-3 (pre-monsoon
March, 2024 and post-monsoon Octobér 2024) shows a seasonal hydrology
‘ﬁi}:ﬂm& the water-spread area contracts to 392.90 ha during the Pre-monsoon
l{a}m expands to 979.80 ha after the monsoon, with a contributing
ttﬁf 935.42 ha. The wetland supports local fisheries, moderates

“ua-tc

ges groundwater and sustains the agrarian Terai landscape.
> P

Magistrate, Bahraich ordered a joint revenue—forestry inspection and

GPS-based boundary  demarcation. The exercise, recorded in
Letter No. 532/37../NGT/Inquiry Report/2024 dated 06-05-2024, reconciled

every khasra entry with ground reality. The “Area under water” column
below reflects parcels permanently notified as Category 6(1) (water-logged),
the “Pond Baghel” column lists parcels leased to the Fisheries Department,
and the third column aggregates tenure-holder and miscellaneous plots lying
in the broader depression. The inspection confirmed that Gata

Nos. 4498 éﬁrr}%@d 7829-m carry only a kutcha pathway and scattered

SW@BH gﬂ@mﬁ no residential colony exists, and barring those strips the

% encroachment-free. Permanent RCC pillars have been
ervision of Revenue Department. Copy of the Report of
%d‘g;%ﬁﬁildagistrate, Payagpur, District Bahraich (Letter No.
ﬁgﬂﬁ /NGT/Inquiry Report/2024 dated 06-05-2024), including inspection

findings and khasra land classification is annexed herewith as ANNEXURE-1.
Summary of the broad category wise land details, as given by the revenue

department, is shown below.

h =
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Area under | “Pond Baghel” managed by | Tenure-holder & | Total (ha)
water (ha) Fisheries Dept. (ha) other land (ha)

121.774 441.558 1 153.5099 1716.8419

6. That by Government Order No. 730/14-4-2018-06/2018, every district in the
state of Uttar Pradesh now functions through a District Wetland Committee
chaired by the District Magistrate, entrusted with surveying wetlands,
supervising demarcation, preparing Integrated Management Plans (IMPs) and
coordinating enforcement. Copy of the Govt. order addressed to all the
District Magistrate specifying the responsibilities of the District Wetland
Committee is annexed herewith as ANNEXURE-2.

7. That on the recommendation of the U.P. State Wetland Authority the State
Government issued Office Memorandum No. 1171/81-4-2024
dated 14-10-2024, creating a Village Wetland Committee for every
Gram Panchayat. Each committee, under the monitoring of the District

e in his capacity as Chairman, District Wetland Committee,

(Q‘dﬁmfférmg, and to safeguard recreational and cultural values on the
: ?}mse use; and (c) mobilise finances by dovetailing such plans into
the==:Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP). Thus, site-specific
conservation planning and execution now rest with village-level bodies
answerable to the District Magistrate. Copy of the Office Memorandum No.
1171/81-4-2024 dated 14-10-2024 regarding constitution of Village Wetland
Committees at Gram Panchayat level with assigned responsibilities is

annexed herewith as ANNEXURE-3.

8. That at the State tier the State Wetland Authority (SWA), constituted under
the Wetlands Rules 2017, frames policy, vets Brief Documents and IMPs,
monitors compliance and acts as the liaison between districts and the
Government; it does not execute pond-restoration works. Summary of
roles and functions of the State Wetland Authority (SWA) and including
SWORN & VERIFI ED
me g ? E_a support and monitoring is annexed herewith as

¥ fpot-print of Baghel Tal and its catchment is depicted

oI
bejo w%f%ﬁﬁhﬁ ibq marked seasonal enlargement of the water-spread ﬁ/

area.
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S. No. Description Area (ha)
1 Water-spread area (pre-monsoon) 392.90
2 Water-spread area (post-monsoon) 979.80
3 Catchment area 935.42
| Total : 2 308.14

10.That analysis of land-use and land-cover (LULC) of the water spread area,
both post-monsoon and pre-monsoon, shows negligible built-up fraction in
both seasons, with open water dominating throughout the year. The catchment
area map showing contour lines and land-use and land-cover (LULC) map of

Tal Baghel is annexed herewith as ANNEXURE-5.

Season Land-use category Area (ha) Area (%)
Pre-monsoon Built-up area (Road) 0.01 0.001
Water body 392.89 99.999
Total : 392.90 100
Post-monsoon | Agriculture 101.34 11.96
Fallow land 1.16 0.12
Built-up (Road & fish ponds) 6.19 0.63
e Vegetation cover 1.88 0.19
N ___* X | Water body 847.61 86.51
2N 2, | Total 979.80 99.45
.
- -? % "_ Y
&’g !':g];;c of the catchment area confirms that built-up surfaces occupy
; 0/ ,’with agriculture dominating.
15
' Land-use category Area (ha) Area (%)
Agriculture . 866.91 92.68
Built-up (Road & rural settlement) 22.49 2.40
Vegetation cover 7.50 0.80
Water body 38.52 4.12
Total 935.42 100

12.That an Integrated Management Plan (2024-25 to 2028-29) for Baghel Tal
has been prepared by the Divisional Forest Officer, Shrawasti Forest
Division, and forwarded to the MoEF&CC under the National Plan for
Conservation of Aquatic Eco-systems; approval is awaited. Copy of the

Integrated Management Plan (IMP) for Baghel Tal Wetland (2024-2029)

SWokM &g‘féﬁg@gﬁorest Officer, Shrawasti Forest Division, submitted

uno@xENE A scheme is annexed herewith as ANNEXURE-6.

ndaries, on the basis of Revenue records, have been
NOTARY

d@ﬂﬁg@?{éﬁfh}uid&ﬁi&lg boundary pillars. Ground-level conservation \{B/
Vel
ré%ﬁgﬁ’sfgﬁl%oﬁas been devolved to Village Wetland Committees supervised

by the District Magistrate, while SWA continues to provide policy and

technical oversight.
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14.That in furtherance of these functions, and as an important step towards
wetland conservation, a state-wide campaign was launched for ground-
truthing of wetlands identified in the Wetland Atlas. Subsequently a drive to
demarcate the above wetlands was launched in the state. Whereas the ground
truthing work has been completed in district Bahraich and all other district of

tarai region, the boundary demarcation work is at various stages of

-

completion.
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IN THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 214 OF 2024

IN THE MATTER OF:

News item titled "Map and Save Water Bodies" appearing in Civil Society

Magazine May 2023 issue

AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE MEMBER SECRETARY, UTTAR
PRADESH STATE WETLAND AUTHORITY, LUCKNOW

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

I, SH. NEERAJ KUMAR aged about 55 year’s S/o Sh. Upendra Kumar is presently
posted as MEMBER-SECRETARY, UTTAR PRADESH STATE WETLAND
AUTHORITY, having an office at LUCKNOW.

posted as stated above and well conversant with the facts of the
— N
eserit,ca¥e and as such competent to swear this affidavit before this

h‘“‘“‘\,}!

v
aisthe aegbmpanying application has been drafted by our counsel upon my

3. That the contents of the accompanying reply are true and correct and the
| knowledge has been derived from official records and nothing material has

been concealed there from.

SWORN & VERIFIED
BEFORE ME

Raﬁm

Advocate & NOTARY
Govt. of India
Rega. NR/2021/41247
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"

DEPONENT

VERIFICATION

Verified on solemn affirmation at New Delhi on this day of
2025, that the contents of the foregoing affidavit are true and correct to the best of

my knowledge and no part of it is false and nothing material has been concealed

e

DEPONENT

therefrom
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